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Senatorial reporter undertook a colossal work, devoting
himself to the task of a Benedictine, making" minute in-
quiries throughout the whole of France, elaborating- gigantic
statistics, controlling other inquiries, collecting documents
in enormous quantities, and contesting with figures in sup-
port thereof, the greater part of the documents, and the
statistics of the report of the Chamber. This report, in
which figures abound, or synoptic tables in considerable
number, has this peculiarity, and that is, that the
reporter does not speak except in a very restrained
measure, but he does so throughout with such biting irony,
that his remarks are like so many blows from the tusk
of a wild boar, which would seem to overwhelm his
opponent. The conflict is fierce ; the battle will be hot
between the two Assemblies, for neither of them will wish
to budge a foot. Each will try to maintain its views, to
defend its reporter. It was not so, however ; the reporter
of the Senate having to be re-elected before the distribu-
tion of his report, did not offer himself for re-election, thus
losing his position as Senator. He was replaced on the
Commission, both as a member and as reporter. Another
report was made, and as the Commission had differed in
its views, up to then opposed to the interdiction of white
lead, it charged the new reporter to report against
the conclusions, which it had previously adopted and by
which it had decided to wait, before reporting definitely,
the result of the researches of the Commission instituted
at the Ministry of Commerce, for the purpose of examining
the comparative value of the different products used in
painting. It also thought that it was necessary to know
what would be the result of the new medical inquiry